
A. A. "Lon" Hopkins Jr.
August 5, 1927 - January 11, 2016

Bluefield, WV- A. A. Lon Hopkins Jr. of Bluefield, passed away January 11th
following a short illness. Born August 5, 1927, Hopkins was a lifelong resident
of Bluefield. He was a 1945 graduate of Beaver High School and held an
Associates Degree in Accounting from McClain’s Business College. 

 Hopkins was a World War II veteran having served in the United States Army
as a paratrooper in the 82nd Airborne Division with the rank of Technical
Sergeant. Following World War II he served in the United States Army
Reserve from 1947-1950. 

 Following his military service Hopkins was employed with First National Bank
of Bluefield for 8 years and was a graduate of the local Chapter of the
American Institute of Banking; serving as President of the Chapter in 1958.
Hopkins would go on to serve as owner and president of Hopkins Insurance
Agency in Bluefield, retiring in 1996 after 37 years of service in the insurance
industry. He was a certified Life Underwriter and a member of the National
Association of Life Underwriters. For 12 years he was a member of the
“Million Dollar Roundtable” with Franklin Life Insurance Company and was a 3
year leading agent with Richmond Life Insurance Company. 

 Throughout his life Hopkins actively served the community and region as a
leading member of many service and civic organizations. He was a paid life
member and Post Commander of the American Legion, Riley-Vest Post #9 of
Bluefield. He represented Riley-Vest Post #9, at the American Legion
Americanism Program at Bluefield State College’s “Center for International



Understanding” giving talks on the history and meaning of the symbolism of
the American flag. At the closing ceremony of the visiting business leaders of
21 “Eastern Block” countries, he presented each with an American flag,
totaling 281 flags over a period of 3 years. He further presented programs on
our flag to local civic organizations and in public school classrooms. In 2009
Hopkins was honored for his lifetime service to his country and the community
as recipient of the Distinguished Citizenship Award, given by the American
Legion, Riley-Vest Post #9 

 Among his other service contributions, Hopkins was a Past President of the
Bluefield Jaycees and was named Jaycee of the Year in 1958. He also served
as secretary of the West Virginia State Jaycees in 1961. He served as
President of the Clover Club of Bluefield in 1977 and was a member of the
University Club, Bluefield Chamber of Commerce, was a lifetime member of
the Bluefield Elks Lodge #269 and was a member of the board of the Bluefield
Sales Executive Club. He was a member of the Bluefield Lions Club beginning
in 1963. He served 2 terms as President in 1979-80 and 2005-2006. For his
efforts he received the “WV Leonard Jarrett Fellow Award” in 2005 and the
“International Lions Club Melvin John Fellow Award” in 2007. 

 He was a member of Grace United Methodist Church for 32 years and a
member of Bland Street United Methodist Church from 1963 until his death,
where he served as Chairman of the Administrative Board, Chairman of the
Board of Trustees, Chairman of the Finance Committee, Chairman of the Staff
Parish Committee, Superintendent of Sunday Schools for 12 years and as
Head Usher. 

 A dynamic salesman, world traveler and avid football fan, Hopkins is survived,
by his wife of 62 years, Bonnie Aliff Hopkins and sons Stephen L. Hopkins of
Grantham, NH and Dr. Christopher D. Hopkins of Clemson, SC. 

 He was preceded in death by his parents, the late A.A. Hopkins Sr. and Lulu
Pearl Robbins Hopkins as well as seven brothers and sisters. 

 The family will receive friends at Mercer Funeral Home on Thursday January
14, 2016 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 



Funeral service will be conducted on Friday January 15, 2016 at 3:00 p.m.
from Bland Street United Methodist Church with Rev. David L. Hall, Jr.
officiating. 

 Burial will follow at Roselawn Memorial Gardens in Princeton where the
Mercer County Veterans Honor Guard will conduct military graveside rites. 

 Those wishing to share memories or condolence messages with the family
may do so by visiting www.MercerFuneralHome.com Mercer Funeral Home &
Crematory is serving the family of Mr. A. A. Lon Hopkins, Jr.



Cemetery Details

Roselawn Memorial Gardens Mausoleum

Princeton, WV

Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 14. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Mercer Funeral Home & Crematory
1231 West Cumberland Road
Bluefield, WV 24701
(304) 327-6155
mercer@mercerfuneralhome.com
https://www.mercerfuneralhome.com/

Funeral Service

JAN 15. 3:00 PM (ET)

Bland Street United Methodist Church
Bland Road
Bluefield, WV

mailto:mercer@mercerfuneralhome.com
https://www.mercerfuneralhome.com/
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October 05, 2023 at 06:08 PM

A. A. "Lon" Hopkins Jr.

Lindsey Grubb Barilla - January 15, 2016 at 02:12 PM

My father, Melvin Grubb, had a tremendous admiration for Mr.
Hopkins. He knew him from his great influence and leadership in the
Riley Vest Post of the American Legion, Bluefield, WV Post. Dad
said he could "warm up a room" with his pleasant personality and
warm smile. I'm very sorry to hear of his passing; thoughts and
prayers to your family. Lindsey Grubb Barilla

Blair Armbrister - January 15, 2016 at 03:56 AM

Bonnie,Steve,and Chris,Blair and I were sorry to hear about Lon.We
always enjoyed talking to him whenever we were back in blfd.and
attended the Lions club.Our prayers and thoughts are with you all
during this sad time.Love,Blair and Mary Francis Armbrister

January 14, 2016 at 10:49 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of A. A. "Lon" Hopkins Jr..

https://www.mercerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mercerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Sydney Beck - January 14, 2016 at 09:08 AM

Wonderful memories of Lon. My sincere condolences to Bonnie and
sons. May you find comfort and the strength to cope. 

 Sydney Beck 
 Olivehurst, California

Robin Lefler - January 14, 2016 at 09:00 AM

Lon was a very dear friend of mine. He always greeted me with a
smile and a hug and treated me with the uppermost respect. I will
cherish his memory forever. 
 
Robin Lefler

January 14, 2016 at 07:49 AM

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for
the family of A. A. "Lon" Hopkins Jr..

Timothy J Webster & Family - January 14, 2016 at 07:46 AM

Timothy J Webster & Family purchased the Stren
gth & Solace Spray for the family of A. A. "Lon"
Hopkins Jr..

https://www.mercerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mercerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mercerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mercerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mercerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Society for Marketing Advances - January 14, 2016 at 07:35
AM

Society for Marketing Advances purchased the S
erenity Wreath for the family of A. A. "Lon"
Hopkins Jr..

Marsha Smith - January 14, 2016 at 06:33 AM

Dear Mrs. Hopkins, Steve, and Chris, 
  

Please know that I am thinking of you. 
  

Sincerely, 
 Marsha Smith

January 13, 2016 at 07:00 PM

Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the
family of A. A. "Lon" Hopkins Jr..

January 13, 2016 at 02:12 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of A.
A. "Lon" Hopkins Jr..

https://www.mercerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1465&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mercerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1465&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mercerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1465&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mercerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mercerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mercerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mercerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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January 13, 2016 at 10:10 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of A. A. "Lon" Hopkins Jr..

Teresa - January 13, 2016 at 09:06 AM

Lon was a friend and father to me from the first day I met him. I miss
him. Prayers for the family. 

 Teresa

Rev. Mary Cyrus - January 13, 2016 at 08:56 AM

Dearest Bonnie, Melanie and the rest of your
family, I was saddened to hear he left this
world. But, Lon is celebrating in heaven with
Jesus. To be absent from the Body is to be
present with the Lord. Praying for all of you. I
know that he loved you all. I remember he
served his country. Proud to be a Veteran. I felt Honored when he
asked me to attend the Memorial day service in Bluefield. God
blessed us with men like Lon to meet and get to know, Honorable
men, loving God, Country and family...What a legacy he leave for
you. Pastor Mary Cyrus, Highland OH

https://www.mercerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mercerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

